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Notes from the President 
Hello Members,
Congratulations to all members who have entered 
our Member’s Expo Art Exhibition. Thanks to Denise 
King for taking over the running of it at short notice 
and of course thanks to the team who are so talented 
at preparations, receiving and hanging of the 
paintings. I’m encouraging all members to promote 
the exhibition by word of mouth, flyers and social 
media. Remember to vote for people’s choice and 
ask visitors to do the same. Good luck to all of the 
members who have entered and let’s hope we have 
lots of sales despite the fact that Covid lockdowns will 
reduce the number of visitors to our area. Good news 
that the broken tiles in our front entrance have now 
been replaced. 
John Chadban OAM has been our Patron for over 25 
years and we thank him wholeheartedly and wish him 
well as he retires from the position. 
The members of our committee are thrilled to 
announce Leigh Vaughan OAM has agreed to be our 
new Patron of GLAS. Leigh has been a very active 
supporter of the arts in the community for a great 
number of years, winning awards of recognition for 
her contributions. Too many achievements of note 

  

(Below) A larger-than-life paintbrush has been added to our Lake Street Art 
Gallery sign to attract passers-by and visitors who might be trying to find us. 
It was made by our Publicity Officer, Wayne Barry.

to list in this report but are available upon request. 
Many of you would have read the article about Leigh 
in The Forster Fortnightly Paper 7th July issue. It’s 
available to peruse on the paper’s website.
Member Ross Williams, who had a very nasty fall,  
is recuperating with rehabilitation sessions.  
I believe he and wife Jenny have put their house 
on the market and are moving to be near family 
in Queensland in a month or so. We all wish you 
well Ross and will miss you and your wonderful 
sculptures.
Both Cynthia Taylor and Denise Cassel’s husbands 
passed away recently. Cynthia won many art 
awards and was one of our popular Monday 
morning watercolour workshop teachers.  Denise is 
a current respected member. We offer our deepest 
sympathy to you both.
I hope to see as many members as possible at our 
AGM meeting on Sunday October 31st at 4pm. It 
will be held in the Bridge Club so we can comply 
with the Covid distancing rules. 
I urge you to come to the AGM, as the winners of 
the People’s Choice and Tutor Awards from the 
Members’ Expo will be announced then.
Take care and stay safe everyone.
Pat Barry, President, ph. 0412 190 777

Our wonderful Gallery is open every 
Fri, Sat and Sun, and usually all week 
during school holidays (Covid willing).



•  31 October 4pm – SGM, followed by the AGM and 
announcement of Popular Awards and Tutor Awards 
(this meeting is being held in the Bridge Club).
•  No members update in November.
•  21 Nov – Members’ Expo finishes.
•  27 November – Christmas Fair.
•  6 December – members update, 1pm Gallery.
•  11 December – classes finish for the year.
•  Under the Bed and Behind the Door Art Sale 
is coming up. Hanging for the Under the Bed and 
Behind the Door Art Sale will commence in the week 
following the Christmas Fair - so start finding those 
hidden gems.
•  Plans are underway for a members’ Christmas 
party/high tea that will take place at the Lakes and 
Ocean Hotel. More information will be sent once we 
have firmed up a time.
•  The Gallery will be closed on Christmas Day, 
Boxing Day, New Years Day and half day Christmas 
Eve.
•  “Lakes and Oceans” Exhibition.  A new 
exhibition aimed at marketing to the after Christmas 
tourism market will be hung following the close of 
the Under the Bed and Behind the Door Art Sale on 
16 January 2022. It’s time to start working on some 
stunning art with the theme of “lakes and oceans”.”

YOU be the judge!
Cast your votes up to 29 October
Best works in seven categories

Open 10am - 4 pm everyday (Covid dependent)
Popular Awards

You get to be the judge, by secret ballot,  
of the best work in each medium.  

Any visitor or member can play ‘judge’.
Tutor Awards

The focus will also be on the members in each 
category who have made significant progress.

Categories
Oils, pastels, watercolours, acrylic, mixed media, 

drawing and sculpture.

ANNOUNCEMENT OF AWARDS
31 October at the AGM, 4pm in the Bridge Club
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MEMBERS’ EXPO in our Gallery

 GLAS Key Dates - 
October, November and beyond

Members Expo
Thanks to all the members who submitted such 
wonderful and diverse works for the Expo and 
thank you also to those that helped to hang 
them and set up the Gallery. A special thanks to 
Christine Rands for wrangling entries and doing 
the labels. The exhibition is looking fabulous. 
The Gallery will be open 7 days a week until the 
end of October so please encourage all your 
friends, family and neighbours to come along. 
There are not many tourists about the place and 
we want as many people as possible to vote 
in the People’s Choice Awards. Don’t forget, 
members can vote too.

Thanks to our great team of volunteers who worked hard 
to hang the Members’ Expo, now extended till 21 Nov.



News of our Members

Chris Rigley, Claudia Tipping, Maree Zietsch

Welcome to New Members

The Roster for GLAS
Hi ALL!    
Could you please check if you can help with the 
desk duty at the gallery in October/November /Dec.
If you are already on the roster could you please 
check I have it correct. If you would like to have a 
permanent spot on the roster please let me know.
Thanks, Lorraine  
0410 588 736 or email lorraine.milward@gmail.com 
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We are thrilled that 
Leigh Vaughan has 
agreed to be our 
new patron! Leigh is 
a tireless supporter 
of arts and culture in 
regional areas and 
will be a huge asset 
for our organisation. 
The committee is very 
much looking forward 
to working with her.  
More on Leigh’s 
background here:  
https://www.
leighvaughan.com.au/
biography/

Ariane Bell and Susie Oldfield were selected among 
40 contenders for the Urunga Small Sculpture Prize 
at the Urunga Art Space in August - September.
 Also Lindy Finlay did well at Singleton.

Our New Patron 

Renewals are now closed.  
We have 141 members.

Finding it hard to be motivated in these lockdown times? Nothing like a bit of humour...

Forster Library Display
The exhibition at Forster Library, featuring GLAS 
tutors & students works as a highlight for our 
Members Expo, has been extended to 1 November.
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GLAS Art Classes

Using the Gallery outside 
class hours

Our Social Create and Chat is on Saturday 
afternoons starting at 1pm.
No tutor, just a social paint/sketch/sculpt with  
fellow members. We will see how popular this is  
and maybe diversify over time.

ALSO... did you know that as a member you 
can come and use the gallery outside of class 
hours? 
If the classroom is free you can bring your 
paints, pastels or pencils, set up an easel and 
enjoy some quiet time with your art. You can 
also do this if you are rostered on at the gallery. 
There is a code for the key lock box so if you 
don’t know it, ask another member. 

Please note: Check all windows are closed 
and leave the class area and kitchen clean, 
plus a $3 donation to the Biscuit and Power 
tin would be gratefully received.

  
 

Please ring the tutors to see if there is space 
available. Classes finish on Saturday 11 Dec. 
MONDAY 
Pastel Classes - Vicki Bullard 0429 506 883.  
9.30am - 12.30pm. $15 per class. 
TUESDAY  
Oil Painting - Judy Handebo 0416 484 993 
9.30am - 12.30pm OR 1 - 4pm. $10 per class. 
WEDNESDAY  
Art Care Plus Friendship - Peter Everingham  
0408 716 198.    10am - 1pm. $15 per class. 
Acrylics - Ron Davis 0427 217 456
1.30 - 4.30pm
THURSDAY 
Indigenous Elders Group - Ingrid Horsburgh 
0412 188 544. 9am - 12noon
Life Drawing with a model - no tutor.  
2nd & 4th Thurs of each month. 2pm - 4pm.  
$20 per session depending on attendance. 
You need to book, as there is a  
limit of 10 members per class. Please confirm 
with Pam Dunne 0412 736 797 or email: 
pamdunne@rhalex.com.au
FRIDAY   
Watercolours - Wayne Barry 0401 902 330 
9.30am - 12.30pm OR 1 - 4pm. $100 for 5 weeks
SATURDAY   
Oils - Marilyn Cranfield 0431 303 528  
10am to 1pm. $30 per class.

Here are our outdoor painting and sketching group 
spots for the second and fourth Wednesdays of the 
month @ 1pm.
Please note: You should get there before 1pm in 
case we need to change the venue on the day 
because of the weather or unknown circumstances 
(bird attacks, feral ducks or something).
Don’t forget to bring sun screen, a hat, a chair 
(if you want one), something to eat and drink 
– especially water, and anything else you think 
you might need. No tutor, just our friendly selves 
enjoying painting or sketching. Just turn up and look 
for others with easels etc.
Locations for October to November 2021:
Oct 13 - The ‘Rock Pool’, Tuncurry Beach (toilets/
little shelter/food outlet); The beach, rocks, 
breakwall and Forster views, bridge, birdlife, 
beachgoers.
Oct 27 - John Wright Park Tuncurry (toilets/some 
shelter/food outlets); Meet at the Slipway. Park at 
John Wright. Boats on slips/workers, the channel, 
islands, the bridge, boating, birdlife.
Nov 10 - The ‘Bullring’, Main Beach Forster (toilets/
shelter/food outlets); The beach, rocks, breakwall 
and coastal views, headlands, birdlife, beachgoers.
Nov 24 - South (or Eastern) end of The Forster 
Bridge below the figs – BBQ area, toilets, figs, 
moorings, harbour glimpses – Xmas drinks and 
BBQ prior?

GLAS Plein Air Painting

GLAS Fundraising
Don’t forget to buy your RAFFLE ticket
Next time you’re in the gallery do your bit for 
our fundraising by buying a raffle ticket for this 
beautifully colourful painting of nearby Burgess 
Beach. It has been donated by Ron Davis, (winner 
of the 2021 Open Award). Tickets only $2.



Focus on our Members
Each Newsletter we hope to bring you a brief story 
about one of our Members. This time...

Barbara Lyttle
What was/is your ‘normal/previous’ occupation?
I was a private secretary/shorthand typist for most of 
my working life.
If we looked through the keyhole of your studio 
door, what would we see and hear?
Unfortunately I don’t have a studio, mainly the 
dining room table, but I have lovely garden to look 
out on.
What mediums do you work in?
I have touched on watercolours & oils, but my 
favourite medium is Pastels.
Do you have a favourite subject, theme, cause 
or symbol which you are drawn to?
Definitely landscapes involving water &  beach 
scenes with lots of reflections.
What inspired you to become an artist?
I have always loved art, even though it wasn’t 
included in my school curriculum.  When I retired to 
Forster I knew I wanted to pursue art as a hobby.
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Can you give readers a summary of your time with GLAS?
I have been a member of GLAS since 2008.  Starting with Monday workshops 
& Pastel Classes with Vicki Bullard as tutor.  I was secretary for 5 years and 
on the Committee for most of the time I have been a member.  I was the 
fundraising co-ordinator and organised Theatre Parties, Themed Trivia Nights, 
Soup & Slice Mornings & Christmas Parties.  I have had a wonderful time in 
the Society, made lots of good friends and have seen the Gallery grow into the 
modern, professional venue it is today.

Continuing with The Elements of Design (or the 
basic characteristics of the marks we make with our 
brushes, pencils, pastels or even chisels to some 
extent). Remember; When we make a mark, that 
individual mark can be described in terms of its; Tone 
(or value), Colour, Direction, Texture, Line, Shape and 
Size (also considered important by some are ‘space’ 
and ‘edges’).

It is most worthwhile to think about which 
element/s within an artwork will be most dominant, 
for example, a landscape painting of deep within a 
pine forest will have a notable ‘direction’ and may 
present as predominantly green in ‘colour’ and the 
‘tones’ may be predominantly dark. ‘Line’ may play 
a very minor role. These considerations will help 
you set a clear image in your mind’s eye of where 
your artwork will head. Especially in relation to 
establishing Variety and Contrast (two of the 
‘Principles of Design’).

By now you would probably see that ‘The elements of 
design’ are often closely related and interdependent. 
In this GLAS newsletter I would like to deal with Size 
and Shape and to a degree, Space.

Considerations:
•  Essential to a good preliminary drawing is to see 
all the components of your painting as just simple 
shapes - hopefully well-balanced and bringing a focus 
to your subject. 
•  Try to see the Big Shapes first.
•  Ask yourself; can you identify a dominant visual 
language within the shapes and forms in your 
rough plan (i.e. geometric; angular; rectilinear; 
curvilinear; organic; natural; fragmented; distorted; 
free-flowing; varied; irregular; complex; minimal)? 

Arty Tech Talk  
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•  WRITE A NOTE TO YOURSELF DURING THIS 
PLANNING STAGE.
Notes:
•  Geometrical - the use of geometrical shapes in a 
design for composition.  Examples: square, circle, 
oval, triangle, and rectangle, etc.
•  Organic shapes - another abused term because 
organic means “composed of organs”, usually curvy 
but some arty types use this when describing 
rounded forms within a painting such as granite 
boulders (DEFINITELY NOT ORGANIC by my 
reckoning).
•  Positive painting - in watercolour this term refers 
to painting the object, where negative painting 
refers to painting what’s behind the object.

•  Negative space - the space in a painting that is not 
occupied by the subject matter that is still part of 
the overall design of the painting and must be taken 
into account.
Moving on to the Principles of Design (How we 
present all our marks, i.e. COMPOSITION).

Think about how the shapes are organised in relation 
to each other, or within the frame of the artwork 
(i.e. grouped; overlapping; repeated; echoed; fused 
edges; touching at tangents; contrasts in scale or 
size; distracting or awkward junctions)? Is there 
a variety or repetition of shapes/forms? What 
effect does this have (i.e. repetition may reinforce 
ideas, balance, composition and/or create harmony 
/visual unity; variety may create visual interest or 
overwhelm the viewer with chaos)?  
- Arty


