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President’s  Report 

 

 

  
  
 

The photos in this edition will 
speak volumes about the success of the Awards Cere-
mony for the 42nd Annual Open Exhibition. It was a 
great night: the gallery was a riot of colour (thank you 
artists) and smiles and bonhomie were in abundance. 

We hung 260 works from 108 Exhibitors. 67 Exhibi-
tors were GLAS members and 41 non-members. 

Our Judges Yvette and Peter Hugill carried out their 
onerous task with complete professionalism and care; 
they told me that they enjoyed the experience and 
the Awards Night. A very big thank you to them both. 

And more thanks for the support our Patron, Leigh 
Vaughan, provided – especially in light of other VIPs’ 
inability to attend. Leigh stepped up to the plate and I 
believe had a thoroughly good night! Thank you 
Leigh. 

Our Federal and State Members and our Local Mayor 
were unable to attend on Saturday (blame the Easter 
Bunny!!). However: 

· Dr Gillespie has sent us a very warm letter of con-
gratulations (see below) and will be visiting the Gal-
lery during the Open 

· Tanya Thompson MP has sponsored two Sections 
and 

· Mayor Pontin will be at our members’ afternoon tea 
on Sunday 21 April to present the People’s Choice 
Award that Council is sponsoring. 

Jill Woods-Edworthy’s Packing Room prize will also be 

announced at the Afternoon Tea and the raffle will be 

drawn … so better be there! 

 

This is what Success looks like ... 
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 This is a list of members who have contributed to the success of our 42nd Annual Open Exhibition. 
In total 41 Members took on one or many roles. In today’s climate where Art Societies everywhere 
are struggling, we can be very proud of our active member list and our professional Gallery. 



 

Great Lakes Art Society Newsletter April 2024                                                                                                                          Page    3 



 

Great Lakes Art Society Newsletter April 2024                                                                                                                          Page    4 

And drum roll please …. 
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And none of it would have been possible without the support of our Sponsors; please repay 

them by using their services when you can.  

All great events are made better by a de-brief; where these questions are asked: 

1. What did we do well? 

2. What can we do better? 

Your GLAS Committee has set-aside one hour at our next meeting to answer these questions. 
If you have any ideas you would like us to consider in our de-brief please email me your 
thoughts: president@forstergallery.org  

Christine Rands 

President 

Photos, with our thanks, courtesy of  Mary Yule, Editor & Owner, Forster Fortnightly 
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A FEW WORDS FROM THE VICE PRESIDENT 

I’d like to take a moment to give a HUGE shout-out to all those who took the time to make our 42nd 

Open Exhibition such a huge success. 

Congratulations to our President, Christine Rands and to our Exhibition Co-ordinator, Bettina Digby – 

from the preparation to acceptance of Entry Forms and to the moment of hanging the amazing works - 

bringing it all together on the Opening Awards Night with the presentation these two ladies put their 

everyday lives on hold to make it such a wonderful event. 

To the amazing team of helpers on hanging day, again I say congratulations for the hours spent arrang-

ing the gallery, hanging the works and setting the lights on the panels to have the gallery look it’s very 

best, this could not have been achieved without your selfless efforts and the camaraderie amongst you 

all – I’m sorry I haven’t named you here but you all know how very much appreciated you are. 

On the night, huge thanks goes to Toni de Bruin and her wonderful team in the kitchen to put together 

the wonderful food for the people – the food was awesome!! To overcoming the setback with the ov-

en that decided not to work – along came a knight in shining armour with his trusty “Air-Fryer” to save 

the day – thank you Ross.   

The bar crew, here again did a sterling job keeping the attendees happy with a glass or two, several of 

whom were the partners/spouses of members – a job well done!! 

The ladies on the front door - Bev Gordon, Maria Evans, there to welcome the Sponsors – Exhibitors 

and guests a big thank you.  Roz Baker once again taking charge of selling the 

raffle tickets, no easy task but hugely successful – thank you Roz!! 

Lastly I would like to raise a glass to the partners and spouses who stepped up 

to help make our Awards night a great one – bring on the 43rd Open Exhibition. 

Patricia Mackaway 

Vice President  

Gallery Duty Volunteers please note—The pin for the “Open” flag has been relocated to 

avoid any trip hazards in the lawn. Thank you member Adrian Taylor. The flag goes over 

the largest pin (once the metal grate cover has been removed). Please ensure the grate is 

replaced once the flag is returned to the Gallery each afternoon. 
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• Cheque Account Funds on hand is $13,625.22  

• Cash Management Funds on hand $17,465. 
  
In February there  were 7 members’ paintings sold for $1220 and in March 
there were 5 paintings sold for $1005, this excludes the Open Exhibition. 
Figures will be available in the next newsletter. 
 
Total gallery owned paintings sold for the year total $7400 at the end of March. These funds will be 
used to provide any shortfall in the grant funds for the upcoming renovations.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

If the light on the Gallery phone is flashing red, please retrieve and respond to any messages. Enter 
the code *96 to listen to messages. Instructions are on the wall behind the gallery desk. 

The daily sales sheet must be completed each day and placed in the safe. 

Please check that the merchant copy of the eftpos docket  has been approved and please record a 
phone number if possible.  

Sign in on the volunteer register so we have a record of who was on duty and for insurance cover.  

Notes from our Treasurer,  

Bev Gordon 

It was a little disappointing that only 23 entries were received for this year’s 2024 Wallamba 

Show. There were only 3 entries in the Drawing section. 

People’s Choice Award went to James McKinnon for his work titled “The Peaceful Paddock”. 

Sponsor is Great Lakes Art Society, Organiser, Susie Oldfield. 

Section A 

Works on Hardboard 

or Canvas 

1st—James McKinnon The Peaceful Paddock 

 2nd—Di Smith Woman in Red 

 HC—Diane Willey The Old Hamburger Butcher Shop 

Section B 1st, 2nd & HC “Well Hello”, Robins & After the Rain 

Section C 1st & 2nd A Step back in Time & Mother & Daughter 

 HC—Ann Crawford Miss B 

Wallamba Show 2024—Art Section Winners 

If you’re on Desk Duty 
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If you have any news for the May Newsletter, 

please send it in by 26 April to 

newsletter@forstergallery.org 

Contributions or comments are invited and 

very welcomed. 

Thank you from your joint Editors, Pam Dunne & 

Tina Jones. 

Roster for Gallery Duty 

Please come and help—training 

provided! 

 

Mayor, Claire Pontin, will be attending our 

Afternoon Tea on 21 April to present the 

People's Choice Award that is sponsored by 

Mid Coast Council. 

There will be a separate Ceremony to 

present the Jill Woods-Edworthy Packing 

Room Prize. 

These two prizes are only awarded to 

Members of GLAS. This will be a lovely way 

to celebrate the success of this year’s Open 

Exhibition.  

The raffle will also be drawn on this day. 

Please let Roster Coordinator, Maria Evans, know 

if you can spare a morning or afternoon for 

Gallery Duty. It’s fun! 

Contact  -  0438 542 277  

roster@forstergallery.org  

 

Also please try to find your own swap or buddy to 

cover your duty if you are unable. It would be a 

great help. 

Newsletter 

The current exhibition will be demounted on 

Monday & Tuesday, 29 & 30 April 

10am—2pm 

Please note these dates if you are an exhibitor so you 

can be organized and have your unsold artworks re-

moved on these dates. If you can’t make it, please 

arrange for a friend to remove them for you.  

Otherwise, a handling fee of $25 each may apply  

and must be paid before works are released. 

Collection date 

for current Exhibition unsold artworks 

You’re Invited !!! 

People’s Choice Afternoon Tea 

Sunday, 21 April @ 2.30pm 
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Your Committee 

Winter Wine & Art Sessions 

Call out for Organisers 

New Members 

 A warm welcome to our new members: 

 Yvonne de Haan 

 Lynda Bowden 

 Dorothy Price 

 Robyn Buckley 

 Glo Hill 

 Judson Collins 

 Jennifer Jessop 

 Luanna Wells

Dates for the Diary 

President  Christine Rands 

president@forstergallery.org  

Vice  

President  

Pat Mackaway  

vice_president@forstergallery.org  

Secretary  Johanna de Roder  

secretary@forstergallery.org  

Treasurer  Bev Gordon  

treasurer@forstergallery.org  

Committee Lorraine Milward—Facilities Manager 

facilities@forstergallery.org 

 Maria Evans—Roster 

roster@forstergallery.org 

 Pam Dunne –Newsletter & Roster backup 

roster@forstergallery.org 

 Tina Jones—Newsletter 

newsletter@forstergallery.org 

 Denise King—Classes and Workshops 

classesandworkshops@forstergallery.org 

April 21 

2.30pm 

Afternoon Tea for mem-

bers with presentation of 

People’s Choice and 

Packing Room Prizes 

April 28 

2—4pm 

Collection of sold works 

April 29 & 30 

10am—2pm 

Collection of unsold 

works. Works not collect-

ed on this day will be 

held at the Gallery and 

will attract a handling fee 

of $25 each which must 

be paid before works are 

released. 

Do you have a favourite artist you love talking about? Been 
to a great exhibition? Learnt a new technique that you want 
to share? Or maybe you just want to meet other members 
and chat art. I'd like to organise some winter art sessions in 
the gallery to enable members to do all those things. Ses-
sions would be on a weekend afternoon and could include 
speakers drawn from our members, as well as guest speak-
ers. At the moment these sessions are just a twinkle in my 
eye and I'd like some help in making them happen. How 
often should they be? Do we set topics? What guest speak-
ers could we have?  I'm open to any ideas of how they 
could be run. I won't be able to organise these without 
member assistance and input - in particular because I'll ac-
tually be travelling in July and August. If you would like to 
help, please contact me.  
Denise King 
classesandworkshops@forstergallery.org  
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  Class Time Cost Tutor Contact 

Monday Acrylics 

Starts 6 May 

9.30am – 

12.30pm 

 Dallas Bray 0401 518 876  

  Open Studio 

Bookings not 

necessary 

Starts 6 May 

  

1-4pm $5 Gallery 

fee 

No tutor –  Just 
show up! 

(No Turps) 
  

  

Tuesday Oil Painting 

 Starts 7 May 

9.30am – 

12.30pm 

1-4pm 

$10 Judy Handebo classesandworkshops@ 

forstergallery.org 

Wednesday Art Care Plus 

A social sup-

port group. 

Carers are 

welcome. 

(closed group) 

Contact Tutor 

10am – 1pm  $15 Peter Everingham 0408 716 198 

Thursday Pastel 

Starts 2 May  

9.30am – 

12.30pm 

$15 Vicki Bullard 0429 506 883 

  Life Drawing 

Bookings es-

sential 

(live models) 

1st & 3rd 

Thursday 

2-4pm 

Starts 2 May 

$20 Pam Dunne 

 

0412 736 797 

pamdunne43@gmail.com 

  Just Draw 

(Learn to 

Draw) 

Beginners wel-

come 

2nd & 4th 

Thursday 

1-4pm 

 $10 Bettina Digby 0447 018 996 

bettinadigby@gmail.com 

Friday Watercolour 

Bookings not 

necessary 

9.30am – 

12.30pm 

$5 Gallery 

fee 

No tutor  

Class days and times can change. For up to date information and more 

details about classes, be sure to check classes on the website 

(www.forstergallery.org) or contact the Tutor listed . 

CLASS TIMETABLE STOP PRESS !! 

Classes will return after the Open Exhibition 

closes— see below for confirmed dates  

http://www.forstergallery.org
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Acrylics Class Tutor, Dallas Bray, recently held a 5 week block of classes on Monday 

mornings at the Gallery.  Students loved his teaching style and enjoyed learning new 

skills and putting them into practice. Happily for us, Dallas has agreed to run further 

classes that resume on Monday, 6 May at 9.30am. 

Acrylics Class 

Do any golfers recognise these images? Students painted from a reference photo  taken of the Golf Course at the 

rear of the Gallery.  It had been planned to paint the scene  en plein air, however the rainy weather that day 

called for a different approach.  



 

Great Lakes Art Society Newsletter April 2024                                                                                                                          Page    12 



 

Great Lakes Art Society Newsletter April 2024                                                                                                                          Page    13 



 

Great Lakes Art Society Newsletter April 2024                                                                                                                          Page    14 

Calling for Entries 

 The following edited information has been taken from correspondence from Mid Coast Council that gives  
a brief overview of the competition. It is up to you to download the information booklet and read the 
detailed requirements if you are interested. A link to the booklet is at the end of this item—copy and 
paste into your browser. 

 
The competition for the community will be held 
on 1 June 2024. 
Forster Civic Centre - 4 Lake St, Forster 

Community must register their participation by 

Tuesday 30 April. 

There are 4 categories in this competition. All 
submissions must focus on the competition top-
ic, Koala Safe Spaces. Here are some ideas to get 
you thinking: 
• Koalas facing an uncertain future 
• Our connections with koalas 
• What do koalas mean to you? 
• Experiences we have with koalas 
• How koalas make us feel? 
• What stories should we tell about koalas on 

their behalf? 

VISUAL ARTS 

Artworks need to be related to the competition 
topic. Artworks can be paintings or drawings. 
Paint, charcoal, ink, graphite, pen, etc. may be 
used. You may wish to do a cartoon strip. 

Maximum size is A2 
If they are framed, they need to have D rings on 
the back. 
Ensure your artwork is about the topic of koalas 
and let us know about your work with a short 
blurb of up to 50 words. 
Artworks will be displayed at the competition.  
 
 

 
Please bring your own easel if you can. We would love to have you come along to the day to dis-
cuss your work and see what others have produced. 
Judging criteria 

Your artwork will be judged against these criteria. You should use them in your preparation. 
On topic. 
Concept: 

• Visually engaging. 
• Imaginative qualities evident. 
• Theme confidently investigated. 
Material Practice: 

• Technically accomplished. 
• Skilful interpretation via a selected medium. 
Resolution: 

• Successfully resolved. 
• Clear communication of ideas. 
• Creativity evident in finished artwork. 

https://speaking4theplanet.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/S4P_Info-pack_Koala_2024_Final.pdf   

 
 

https://speaking4theplanet.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/S4P_Info-pack_Koala_2024_Final.pdf
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Overall Exhibition Winning Artwork 

Sponsored by Ray White Forster Tuncurry  

Our Judges, Yvette and Peter Hugill  
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A selection of artworks in the current Exhibition. Please come along to the Gallery to see these and 

all the other magnificent works in person (the editor’s photography skills aren’t magnificent!). Visi-

tors have praised the quality of the works and already hundreds of interested art lovers have been 

through the doors to admire the Exhibition. 


